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AMASCEER¥EBXvyt— Pamela Snyder

Greetings to you all: Religious Sisters, JASH Officers, and Members of JASH,

Thank you for inviting me to your annual JASH Day celebration. Today is the 27th anniversary
of the last time I was with JASH. Yes, [ was one of the lucky people who took part in the
AMASC Congress which JASH hosted in 1986. I have clear memories of that Congress which made strong
and lasting impressions. It is not uncommon to remember a big event... all of us remember Conferences and
important days such as graduations. My question to you is: do the memories we take away from important
days affect our thinking?

I particularly loved the Ikebana class given by a woman of the Ohara School, and the cherry blossoms which
were just beginning to open at the Imperial Palace Gardens, where we were hosted by the then Crown
Princess. You may be thinking that my strongest memories are of the honorable traditions of viewing of
cherry blossoms and Ikebana.... But that is not correct. Today I know that what affected me the most was
the 1986 Congress theme: intergenerational and intercultural dialogue. That theme changed me...once I
understood my part, my role.

Working on the study plan before the Congress and then listening to the speakers in Tokyo on the theme
of intergenerational and intercultural dialogue awakened me. I learned that I had a role to play in dialogue.
Dialogue was not only for diplomats at the United Nations, dialogue was important for every aspect of my
life. Over the next years I became alert to and aware of issues, problems and with them, possible solutions by
means of dialogue.

How strongly do I believe in the value of intercultural dialogue? I believe that continuing the process of
intercultural dialogue is so important that it caused me to say yes to serving AMASC as President today.

Is AMASC important? Yes, yes, a thousand times yes. AMASC is important because our constituent
members, your JASH and my United States AASH, talk together and study together and have fun together at
AMASC Congresses. Therefore JASH and AASH contribute to the long process of achieving world peace by
remaining in dialogue.

Think of it, you and I are here today because of one woman's words: St. Madeleine Sophie who said she
would have founded the Society... for just one of us... one of us...you, or you or me. Sophie's foundation of
the Society of the Sacred Heart enables us all to be together today. Sophie began the dialogue and you and I
continue it.

Dialogue is a process with rules and wisdom: we are learners. Dialogue takes more than good will, it
demands study. And now is where another quotation of St. M. Sophie's helps me. “God does not ask of us
the perfection of tomorrow or even of tonight, but only of the present moment.” If I believe that... then I
will remain in dialogue with you and with others. Because I believe that the perfection of “this moment” is
all that is required of me, doing my best right now, then I will keep working for AMASC as I look forward to
welcoming you to Arizona in the fall of 2014, where we will work on listening to one another... another step
in dialogue. Listening with one heart, the theme of my mandate... all began in Japan.
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